JOHN   EVELYN
to England four years later in ill health and died on
24-th March, 1698,
Evelyn, in recording his only son's death, writes of
his "exceeding grief and affliction," but he does not
indulge in any such lamentations as those called
forth by the death of Richard and Mary.
Evelyn practically gave up Saycs Court in 1696,
and stayed when he was not in London at Wotton,
although he did not inherit it from his brother till
1699. After so long a residence in a place which he
had himself made, with a garden of surpassing
beauty for every detail of which he was responsible,
it is surprising that no note of regret occurs either in
his diary or in his letters, and no word of lamentation
at removing all his effects and abandoning this
beautiful home, although there are bitter comments
on the treatment of it after he left.
In 1696 he let Sayes Court to Vice-Admiral
Bcnbow (already resident in Dcplford when not at
sea) "with condition to keep up the garden." But
Evelyn had "the mortification of seeing every day
much of my former labours and expense there
impaired for want of a more polite tenant*" His
removal to Wotton is explained in a letter to Dr.
Bohun (iSth January, 1696-7) which can be more
appropriately quoted when we come to the closing
years of his life.* Two years later Bcnbow sublet
Sayes Court to Peter the Great. The C^ar was then
twenty-six, and his passion for and technical know-
ledge of shipbuilding made him study the practical
*See Chapter XI.
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